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ZIL HUW МЫН. UPON THE MOUNTAIN 


streets as a safety precaution. Е. J. Duke and E. Parley Cliff were ap- 
pointed to mect with club members to discuss the matter. It was some two 
years and several accidents later, however, before the poles were finally 
moved. 

One of Heber City’s leading physicians, Dr. H. Ray Hatch, became 
the community's mayor in the election of 1915. Chosen to serve with Dr. 
Hatch on the city council were С. Frank Ryan, four-year councilman: 
E. J. Duké, Isaac Jacobs, George M. Jorgensen and Parley A. Murdock. 
Later, Mr. Jorgensen moved from the city and John А. Anderson was 
appointed in May of 1916 to fill the vacancy, J. Е. McMullin was 
elected recorder and Alfred Sharp was treasurer. 

John A. Fortie became mayor in 1918 after winning the elec- 
tion the previous Fall. George Smith, Joseph A. Murdock, J. Fred Giles 
and Abe Turner comprised the city council, while Sylvan Rasband was 
treasurer and J. B. McMullin the recorder. 

Taking office as mayor in 1920 was E. J. Duke. John Н. Miller was 
four-year councilman with Moroni Moulton, George Smith, J. W. Ma- 
honey and Andrew Murdock two-year councilmen. Douglas Giles was 
recorder and Emer Murdock, treasurer. 

E. J. Duke again served as mayor during 1922 and 1923 with J. 
W. Giles, Heber G. Crook, L. D. Greenwood and J. Claud Hicken as 
members of the council. J. E. McMullin was recorder and Elmer 
Strong, treasurer. 

In the election of 1923 J. E. McMullin won the mayorality race, ful- 
filling a long time dream. While still a young man he had developed a 
desire to some day lead the affairs of the city. 

"When in my early teens,” he wrote, “and attending Central School. 
I had a deep desire to become Mayor of Heber City someday. I was so 
impressed with the idea I even chose my councilmen.” 


When he actually became mayor in 1924, two of his councilmen were 
among those he had previously considered. They were Jesse R. Nelson 
and J. W. Giles. Other councilmen were John Н. Miller, Albert Dick- 
son and Т. Henry Moulton. J. Sylvan Rasband was recorder and Elmer 
Strong, treasurer. 

During his first term, Mayor McMullin spearheaded the drive to 
organize the Heber Volunteer Fire Department. The area's first mo- 
torized fire engine was purchased in 1924 and “initiated” at a fire on 
Sept. 17, 1925, when hay, grain and straw belonging to Thomas, Erwin 
and Don Rasband began to burn in a field on the Charleston Road. The 
fire started from a spark from a threshing machine. 

On Sept. 21, 1925 the city council passed an ordinance creating the 
official fire department and providing for fire inspection, The council 
also hired John Barnes at $15 a quarter to sound the fire siren each morn- 
ing at 7 a.m. as a time regulator. 

The first members of the fire department included Frank W. Hardy, 


Members of the Heber Valley Fire Department in 1958 included the following: From 
left to right. Arvel M. McAffee, Frank Hardy, Arch Buys, Douglas Smith, Mont Giles, 
Ray Wright, William Turnbow, Harvey Bronson, Don Smith, Verl Wright, Earl Smith, 
Hylton Burch, Neff Thomas, Neil Montgomery, Rolland Carlile, Lynn McKnight, Forest 
Dayton. Richard Jones, Owen Buell and Glen Jensen 


William Horner, Abram Hatch Je. William Murri, Rudolph McKnight, 
Francis Moulton. Earl Smith, Virgil Fraughton, А. D. Buys. Earl Clyde, 
Joseph Hylton and Mont Giles, all on a volunteer basis. Others who 
joined soon after the organization was formed were Lee Holdaway. For- 
rest Dayton, Owen Buell, Joseph Olpin. Ralph Giles, Lorenzo Wootton, 
Walter O'Toole and Cari Duke. Mr. Hardy was appointed chief with 
Mr. Horner assistant chief, Mr. Hatch, captain and Mr. Murri secretary. 

Four hydrants were installed on main street and 1,000 feet of fire 
hose was purchased on two two-wheeled trailers. One trailer was kept 
at the Pikes Peak Garage and the other at Moulton Garage. 

By 1926 the department had grown to 16 members and the group 
had joined the Utah State Firemen's Association. 

The second fire truck, a 500 gallon Maack pumper was purchased in 
1935 as a cooperative venture between Heber City, Midway, Charleston 
and the county commission. The department's name was changed to the 
Heber Valley Volunteer Fire Department, and began responding to fires 
anywhere in the valley. 

Mr. Hardy served as chief for 13 years and was succeeded by Lee 
Holdaway in 1937. Earl Н. Smith succeeded Mr, Holdaway, and then 
in 1946 Mr. Hardy again became chief and served until 1959 when Neff 
Thomas was appointed. Assistant chiefs have included William Horner, 
Forrest Dayton, A. D. Buys, Mont Giles and Агуй McAffee. 
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Co-Chairmen of the 1959 Wasatch County Centennial celebration were Arvel and Dove 


McAffee 


Members of the county commission also cooperated in improving 
Memorial Hill as a monument to servicemen of World War I. Main 
impetus for the memorial came from Н. Clay Cummings and Sumner 
Hatch, officers of the Lockhart Post of the American Legion. D. A. 
Broadbent was also instrumental in having legislation passed enabling 
counties in the state to levy local taxes for memorial purposes. With these 
funds Wasatch County was able tọ purchase the hill and surrounding 
land. Much of the land was purchased from Elijah Watkins. Under 
Mr. Broadbent's personal supervision the spiral road up to the hill was 
constructed, and a memorial and beacon placed on top. The beacon was 
lighted each evening until vandals and pot-shot riflemen destroyed it 
beyond repair. 


Members of the 1959 Wasatch County Centennial celebration fair board, left, front row, 
left to right, Dove McAffee, LaPreal Barnes. Betty Jones, Ida Watkins, Emily Con- 
rad and Mary Bacon. Back row, left to right, Leslie McPhie, Wilson Young, William 
Sweeney, Earl Smith, William Jordan, Don Barker and Arvel МСА Нее, back. 


Other projects promoted by the commission have included erec- 
tion of a Memorial Building and fire station in 1934; construction of the 
Heber Valley Airport; establishment of transmitter stations to improve 
television reception in the valley and many zoning projects that have 
enhanced property values throughout the county. 
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In this picture, looking north, is another portion of the early Heber business district. The 
small building at the extreme left is Brig Witt’s dentist's office. The Consolidated 
Wagon and Machine Co. occupied the south portion of the Heber Mercantile Com- 
pany Building. In the background of the picture, on the corner, is Heber’s first bank 


building. 
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the present manager. Harold Smith. Both as A. Hatch and Company 
and the Heber City Exchange, this business is probably the city’s longest 
in operation. 

One of the most prosperous business sections in Heber during the 
years is the area known as “Hatch’s Row.” This section included 
buildings between Abram Hatch’s residence and his store on Main 
Street. Some of the businesses along this row have been a harness and 
shoe shop operated by Danielson and Dahlman, the A. L. Davis barber 
shop, a saddle and harness shop owned by Nephi Forman, the Wave 
printing and publishing offices, J. W. Buckley's men’s store, the Smith 
Meat and Grocery operated by George Smith & Sons, Earl and Sylvan 
Smith, and others. Today. the “Hatch Row” includes the Aloma Motel 
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The Heber Exchange Company building and general merchandise store as it is today. 
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Firemen who have received their 25 year pins from the State Fire- 
men's Association include Owen F. Buell. Earl H. Smith. Mont Giles, 
A. D. Buys. Forrest Dayton and Frank Hardy. At the 1961 state con- 
vention held in St. George. Mr. Hardy was presented a 50-year pin for 
service to the Utah association. Earl Н. Smith is also serving his third 
five-year term as a trustee of the state group. 

During recent years the department has moved into a new fire sta- 
tion and has added new trucks and many pieces of modern fire fighting 
equipment. Membership is kept at 20, all of whom are on call 24 hours 
a day and work strictly on a volunteer basis to protect property in the 
county against fires. Because of their work the valley's fire insurance 
rates have been very favorable. 

Some firemen who have served in recent years include Мег] Wright, 
William Turnbow, Neil Montgomery, Douglas Smith, Lynn McKnight, 
Lynn Bonner, Rolland Carlile. Bill Jasperson. Ray Wright. Hylton Burch, 
Don Smith, Jay Giles, Harvey Bronson, Glen Jensen, Ralph Stevens, 
Marvis Clyde, Neil Bethers, Art Mair, Paul Probst. LaRen Provost, 
Ray Farrell, Richard Jones, and Clyde Broadbent. 

Secretaries of the department have included Forrest Dayton, Owen 
Buell, Douglas Smith and Clyde Montgomery. 

A ladies auxiliary was organized in 1949 with Mary Hardy as 
president. She was also State Auxiliary president. Other presidents have 
been Thelma Wootton, La Von Burch and Dove McAffee who also 
have been state presidents. Lizzie Buell served for 10 years and Lois 
Wright, both have. been auxiliary secretaries, Mav Smith was State 
Auxiliary secretary for two years, 

The first fire alarm was the bell in the stake house tower, but in re- 
cent years a siren has been constructed with connections to enable the 
telephone operator to sound the alarm. 

In addition to his work with the fire department, Mayor McMullin 
completed successful road and sidewalk projects, improved the city water 
system and strengthened the Heber Light and Power Plant, While 
many interests were Pressing the city to sell the “w hite elephant power 
plant,” Mayor McMullin put the issue to the people in a special election 
and won a majority vote of the people to continue city operation of the 
facility. 

When Mayor McMullin was re-elected in 1926 he had as council- 
men Albert Dickson, Henry Moulton, Sumner Hatch and Frederick 
Crook. Sylvan Rasband and Elmer Strong continued as recorder and 
treasurer, respectively. 

Mayor McMullin directed one of the valley's large celebrations in 
August of 1927 when the city played host to the Sixth Annual State 
Encampment of Indian War Veterans. The encampment and concurrent 
homecoming celebration continued for four days and included two 
parades, band concerts, dances by Ute Indians, talent shows, bal] games, 
rodeos, carnival treats and community dances, Large barbecue pits dug 
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on the court house grounds for the 1924 celebration were used again to 
cook several beef and lambs and provide free sandwiches to everyone, J. 
W. Giles and Wesley Duke were in charge of the barbecue. 

H. Clay Cummings, one of Heber’s more popular mayors, was 
elected to office in 1928, and was the first mayor to be elected for four 
consecutive terms. Councilmen who were elected with him in the 1928 
election included Sumner Hatch, Ralph Е. Nilsson, Frederick Crook and 
Daniel McMillan. Velma Crook Buys was recorder and Elmer Strong 
continued as treasurer. 

A successful cattleman, Mayor Cummings was also prominent in 
Church leadership as well as his civic duties. He was president of the 
Wasatch Stake for nearly 22 years, part of which time he also served as 
the mayor and later as a county commissioner, 

His efforts as mayor included organization of the electric utility as 
the Heber Light and Power Company, paving main street, building the 
city’s “White Way,” and strengthening the fire department through the 
purchase of a new truck. 

City officials who served with Mayor Cummings in his various terms 
included the following: 

1930-31; J. W. Giles, Harold Stevens, Labon Hylton and Sylvan 
Smith, councilmen: Velma Buys, recorder and Clarence Olson, treasurer, 

1932-33: Harold Stevens. Joseph Olpin. W. D. Ely, Daniel McMil- 
lan, councilmen; Clarence Olson, recorder: Effie Murdock, treasurer; 
Ernest Hicken, marshal and George Stanley, city attorney, 

1934-35: Ralph Giles, Douglas Giles, Andrew Lindsay, Frank Ep- 
person. councilmen: Clarence Olson, recorder; Thomas Tadd, marshal 
from daylight until 4 p-m.; Leonard Giles, marshal from 4 p.m. to mid- 
night and Delbert Watson. marshal from midnight until daylight. (Mar- 
shal Tadd received $87.50 per month, while Messers. Giles and Watson 
received $55 per month.} 

Another prominent cattleman became Heber's Mayor in the 1935 
election when Mayor Cummings decided to run for the county commis- 
sion. Livingston Clegg Montgomery, known as “L.C.” won the election 
and took office in January of 1936. 

Councilmen elected with Mayor Montgomery were Harold Stevens, 
Nephi Moulton, Douglas Giles, Andrew A. Lindsay and Owen F, Buell. 
Effie Murdock was treasurer with Leonard Giles as city marshal, City 
sexton and poundkeeper was William H. Bond. 

Mayor Montgomery, an active Democrat, took office in the depres- 
sion recovery days of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt's administra- 
tion, and implemented many work programs in Heber, Many city 
sidewalks were paved under the Works Progress Administration, with 
the government Paying for labor and property owners paying for 
materials. Ground to build a Sewer was purchased and the city water- 


{ works was improved with Public Works Administration funds, 
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